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Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference

Honorable Delegates,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentleman,

It is a distinct honor and pleasure for me to be present here and address
this august assembly on the occasion of the opening of the Fourth International
Turkish-Asian Congress today in the historical city of Istanbul. I would like,
first of all, to extend my warm felicitations to the organizers, the TASAM
(Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) for organizing this important and
timely event. I would also like to thank all the participants for their interest in
this event.  

Honorable Delegates,

Distinguished Participants,

The New Vision of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) is
based on a multifaceted strategy of enhancing solidarity among the Member
States while strengthening multilateral cooperation with the outside world in
the political, socio-economic, cultural and scientific fields 

The OIC Ten Year Program of Action (TYPOA), adopted in December
2005 at the Third Etraordinary Summit held in Makkah Al-Mukarramah, con-
tains blueprint for reforms, which goes in line and complements the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of the United Nations. The TYPOA
and MDGs have common visions which help accelerate the achievements of
their common objectives.

The OIC TYPOA also aims at enhancing its role as an effective partner
at the global level with an increased interest to interact with a host of interna-
tional and regional organizations with a view to further the cooperative and
structured relations between them and the OIC. 
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The OIC is a intergovernmental organization with Member States from
four continents. With respect to its purview it is therefore also an interregion-
al and transnational organization. The OIC Member States in Asia form one of
the major groups of countries in the organization and actively participate in its
activities. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The TYPOA of the OIC identified the issue of conflict prevention as one
of the major challenges facing the Member States in the 21st century, and
stressed the importance of “strengthening the role of the OIC in conflict pre-
vention, confidence building, peace keeping, conflict resolution and post con-
flict rehabilitation in OIC Member States as well as in conflict situations
involving Muslim communities”.

In Asia, some countries, OIC members and/or non-member, have been
suffering from various kinds of turmoil, social instabilities and also political
conflicts. Among them, the problems in Afghanistan have always been on the
OIC agenda. In this regard, the OIC always supported the Government and
people of Afghanistan in their struggle for safeguarding the sovereignty, inde-
pendence, national unity and territorial integrity of Afghanistan and in their
efforts in reconstructing and rehabilitating their war–stricken country. The
OIC participated actively in the Special Conference on Afghanistan organized
under the aegis of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation by the Russian
Federation in Moscow. Now, it continues its efforts in coordination with the
Afghan Government to organize an important meeting on restoring security
and stability in Afghanistan during the second half of 2009.

Besides, the OIC was an active supporter of the signing of a Treaty on a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia. The Treaty was signed in
Kazakhstan, on 2006 by the Foreign Ministers of the five Central Asian States
of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, which
are all OIC Member States. OIC termed the Treaty as a positive and effective
contribution by all the Central Asian States in strengthening regional and glob-
al peace and security as well as the global non-proliferation regime.

Furthermore, the OIC is a significant role player towards peace and sta-
bility through its active participation in confidence building and resolution of
conflicts relating to Muslim minorities & communities. The OIC General
Secretariat cooperates with the Governments of non-OIC member countries
and other regional and international organizations to safeguard the rights of
Muslim Minorities and Communities. 
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OIC General Secretariat is also actively involved in humanitarian affairs,
including post-disaster relief. The OIC’s effective and timely response to the
most devastating natural disasters in recent years particularly in Pakistan and
Indonesia in Asia has established the organization as a major player in this area. 

Honorable Delegates,

Distinguished Participants,

I was informed of some economic facts on Asia which reinforces further
my conviction that Asia is advancing at a steady and promising pace. It is
observed that in the 1950s, Asia’s share of the world’s total output of goods
and services was about 16 percent. However, by 1998, after the adoption of
market-oriented economic policies and Asia’s integration into the global econ-
omy, this figure reached 34 percent. It is estimated that by 2030, Asia’s biggest
economies will account for about 44 percent of world economy which is big-
ger than the share of Europe and America combined.

It is regrettable to know that there are a significant number of poverty
stricken countries in the Asian continent as in other parts of the world.
Furthermore recent studies show that more people were being pushed into
poverty in developing countries compared to other parts of the world due to
the global financial and economic crisis. This poses a serious threat for achiev-
ing internationally agreed MDG targets to overcome poverty. Efforts should
be intensified and measures should be taken to prevent this crisis from aggra-
vating the existing poverty levels and eventually leading to other kinds of
problems.

Honorable delegates, 

It is commonly said that global stability is derived from regional stabili-
ty. Given the growing complexity of global problems, strengthening the role
of regional organizations and reinforcing cooperation among them has become
essential. However, cooperation among regional organizations should be
based on complementarity of actions. To this end, a network of regional and
global multilateral mechanisms is needed to provide collective approaches and
responses to the peace and security challenges of today. The goal should be to
establish efficient partnerships and cooperation among international organiza-
tions which would provide an effective international response to conflicts,
wherever it occurs.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before concluding, I would like to reiterate the OIC’s continuous support
of concrete initiatives aiming to enhance cooperation among organizations
within the Asian region.

Açılış Konuşmaları / Opening Speeches 25



Our priority today would be to institutionalize mechanisms of coopera-
tion among organizations that would be effectively put to work and use new
methods flexible and adaptive enough to meet our rapidly changing and
increasingly interdependent world. To this effect, I would like to invite the
governments to give attention to such mechanisms in order to benefit from
their potential contributions towards building peace and prosperity in the
world which we all aspire at. 

I am confident that with your contributions this Turkish Asian Congress
will generate views and suggestions to facilitate the institutionalization of
cooperation among organizations.

I thank you and wish you all success in your deliberations.
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