
AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr DDuullaatt  BBAAKKIISSHHEEVV
Executive Director, CICA Secretariat 

First of all, I would like to thank the organizers for their hospitality and
excellent arrangements for the meeting. It is heartening to see that TASAM
has devoted the 5th International Turkish-Asian Congress to ““BBuuiillddiinngg  ooff
SSeeccuurriittyy  iinn  AAssiiaa  aanndd  CCIICCAA””. This is a very clear reflection of the seriousness
of the Republic of Turkey and its think-tanks/institutions in taking forward the
CICA process to new heights. I have absolutely no doubt that this Congress
will go a long way to achieving this ambitious target.

FFoorrmmaattiivvee  yyeeaarrss

Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia
(CICA), is a forum based on the recognition that there is a close link between
peace, security and stability in Asia and the rest of the world. The Member
States, while affirming their commitment to the UN Charter, believe that peace
and security in Asia can be achieved through dialogue and cooperation. 

The idea of convening CICA was proposed by H.E. Mr. Nursultan
Nazarbayev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on 5 October 1992, at
the 47th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. At that time Asia did
not have any structure covering the entire continent for addressing the issues
of peace, security and stability. With the end of cold war and fast changing
geo-political and geo-economical scenarios, CICA received support from a
number of Asian states that were playing significant role in defining political
climate in the continent.

One of the reasons for this support was the fact that CICA aimed to
strengthen mutual understanding and create harmoniously designed security
system on the Asian continent. CICA offered an opportunity to all Asian states
not only for better understanding of each other’s security concerns and to
cooperate on monitoring and managing conflict issues, but also to help resolve
some other problems by interaction in variety of areas.

Kazakhstan and other supporting states painstakingly took incremental
steps starting with meetings at the level of representatives of the foreign min-
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istries of the interested states. With every meeting the CICA process moved a
step forward culminating in the First CICA Ministerial Meeting, at the level of
Foreign Ministers, in Almaty on 14 September 1999. The first ministerial
meeting adopted the Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among
the CICA Member States, which became the stepping stone towards future
evolution of the CICA process.

The First CICA Summit held in Almaty on 4 June 2002 marked the for-
mal launch of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia. The summit was attended by the Heads of State and
Government or the Special envoys from sixteen countries. Almaty Act, the
charter of CICA was adopted at the first Summit. 

CCooooppeerraattiivvee  aapppprrooaacchh

CICA aims to address existing concerns through cooperative and collab-
orative multilateral approach. CICA is seeking mutually acceptable measures
for resolving problems and conflicts in the region through dialogue. Member
States are exploring ways to keep peace and create greater security and stabil-
ity through economic integration; cooperation in various spheres; and most
notably through implementation of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs). It
is the endeavour of the Member States to create a common and indivisible area
of security in Asia, where all states co-exist peacefully and their peoples live
in conditions of peace, freedom and prosperity.

Right in the initial stages of negotiations for convening CICA, there was
an understanding that existing discords in the region could not be an obstacle
to finding common approaches to the problems concerning security and coop-
eration among the states. This bears testimony to the commitment of the
Member States to the CICA process.

CICA’s experience is reflective of how Asian states perceive the issues
that are relevant for their security. At the initial stage Member States benefited
from lessons of other multilateral organizations and fora, including OSCE as
well. However, it was obvious that CICA Member States needed to develop a
new model that would be suitable for Asia taking into account its realities. 

CICA today is one of the most diverse and promising groupings with
twenty Member States accounting for nearly ninety percent of the area and
population of Asia. This is perhaps the only platform outside of United
Nations where countries that do not have diplomatic relations, come together
for exchange views and arrive at understandings on issues of common inter-
est. There can not be a better example of cooperative approach than this.
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CCoonnffiiddeennccee  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMeeaassuurreess

At this stage CICA is exploring ways to create greater security and sta-
bility, inter alia, through implementation of CBMs. The process of implemen-
tation of CBMs began with adoption of Catalogue of CICA CBMs at the
Second Ministerial Meeting. It was for the first time in the history of the Asian
continent that there was such a comprehensive document envisaging multilat-
eral cooperation among states on wide range of issues relating to stability and
security.

It may be mentioned that the CICA CBMs go beyond the traditional con-
cepts of reducing tension and fear of war. The leaders of the CICA member
states recognized that in the increasingly inter-connected and inter-dependent
world of 21st century, non-traditional security challenges were posing even
greater threat than the traditional politico-military challenges. The CICA
Catalogue, therefore, laid down five broad dimensions for realization of the
confidence building measures: (I) military-political; (II) fight against new chal-
lenges and threats; (III) economic; (IV) environmental; and (V) humanitarian.

Member States agreed that in view of the diverse profile of CICA and
realities typical to the Asian continent, it would be best to take a step-by-step
approach and start with the realization of confidence building measures in
non-traditional security challenges which would create sufficient goodwill
among the member states and would act as stepping stone for realization of
CBMs in military-political dimensions.

Today, twelve Member States are coordinating confidence building meas-
ures in wide range of issues including interaction in cultural, religious and
educational affairs, tourism, development of small and medium enterprises,
information technology, energy security, development of secure transport cor-
ridors, environment, disaster management, drug trafficking and meeting new
threats and challenges. 

CICA has recently initiated deliberations on military-political issues
which are vital for creating a common and indivisible area of security in Asia.
CBMs on military-political issues will help in accurate understanding of one
another’s security concerns; hopefully, pave the way for stable political and
diplomatic relations; and, most importantly, encourage moves to identify
shared security needs. 

CChhaaiirrmmaannsshhiipp

After coordinating the initial process of convening CICA, Republic of
Kazakhstan assumed Chairmanship of CICA at the First CICA Summit in June
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2002. During the last eight years, Kazakhstan successfully steered the CICA
process through its formative years with adoption of basic documents and ini-
tiation of implementation of confidence building measures. Next week
Republic of Turkey will assume the Chairmanship of CICA. Turkey has been
one of the most active members of CICA and made valuable contributions to
the CICA process in its formative years. Turkey is also coordinating one of the
most important dimensions of confidence building measures, namely, New
Threats and Challenges. We are confident that Turkish Chairmanship will
bring new dynamism to the CICA process with speedy implementation of con-
fidence building measures in all the dimensions including military-political
dimension. Turkey has necessary experience and expertise in multilateral
diplomacy to do so.  

Seriousness of Turkey in carrying the CICA process forward is evident
from the fact that Turkish Foreign Ministry formed a CICA Task Force more
than six months back led by Ambassador Tullen, who a very senior and high-
ly experienced diplomat. I believe that the Task Force has already chalked out
a course of action for the Turkish Chairmanship for next two years. I am con-
fident that under the leadership of Ambassador Tullen, CICA process will cer-
tainly make a giant leap forward in next two years time. 

WWaayy  ffoorrwwaarrdd

While proposal to convene CICA was made nearly eighteen years ago,
CICA was formally launched as a functioning forum only in June 2002 and its
permanent body, the CICA Secretariat, was formed in June 2006. During this
short period CICA has made big strides in its endeavour to find ways and
means to eliminate the causes of mistrust, fear, tension, and hostility and create
conditions for sustainable economic growth of Asian states and their peoples. 

It is hoped that under Turkish Chairmanship, CICA will embark on the
path of practical implementation of confidence building measures. As I have
mentioned earlier, Member States have agreed on implementation of confi-
dence building measures in ten areas. These ten areas cover a wide spectrum
of issues in socio-economic and security. Asia is the most diverse continent in
terms of culture, religion, language and ethnicity. All the major religions of the
world were born in Asia and the continent is home to hundreds of different lan-
guages and ethnic groups. Closer understanding of one another’s religion and
culture and respect for values is of utmost importance for long lasting peace
and understanding in Asia. Confidence building measures in human dimension
aim to achieve that. Kazakhstan, as the coordinating country for CBMs in this
area, has already hosted several events over last two years and is planning to
take several more steps in coming moths.  
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New threats and challenges that include scourges of terrorism, trans-
national crime, trafficking in humans and small arms, among others, pose a
serious threat to the security of nations. Terrorism in particular, has become a
major challenge for some of the CICA Member States. Due to their trans-
boundary nature it is not possible for any state to fight these challenges single-
handedly. A close cooperation among nations is absolutely essential to tackle
these threats. Turkey is coordinating confidence building measures in fight
against new threats and challenges. Last week Turkey organized a highly suc-
cessful First CICA Chiefs of Police Meeting to discuss cooperation in this
area. I am confident that in due course, CICA Member States will be able
develop active cooperation in fight against new threats and challenges. 

Production and trafficking of illicit drugs is one of the most severe chal-
lenges facing CICA region. There is an urgent need for active cooperation
among all the countries in tackling this problem. We hope that it will be pos-
sible to adopt an action plan later this week which will enable the coordinat-
ing country Iran to proceed further in the process of implementation of confi-
dence building measures in this area. 

Poverty, still prevalent in parts of Asia, serves as feeding stock for some
of the new challenges. Development of small and medium enterprises, partic-
ularly in underdeveloped areas, would offer an easy and affordable solution to
the problem of poverty. CBMs in this area, coordinated by Russia and
Thailand, aim to achieve that. Some steps have already been taken in this
direction and in September this year, Thailand will organize a CICA business
forum. However, the Member States need to have more focus for implemen-
tation of CBMs in this important area of economic dimension which will ben-
efit all of them.

CICA region has some of the largest producers and consumers of energy.
It also has some of the fastest growing economies requiring vast quantum of
energy for sustaining the growth. Similarly, in today’s increasingly intercon-
nected and wired world, development of information technology is very
important for taking benefits of modern technology to the common man.
While some of the CICA Member States already have highly developed infor-
mation technology, some others are just past the starting line. Cooperation in
these two very important areas will go a long way to promote confidence and
security in the CICA region. We hope that Member States will join hands with
the coordinating country Republic of Korea for faster implementation of
CBMs in these two areas. 

Cooperation in other important areas like environment, tourism, secure
transportation corridors and natural disasters needs to be accelerated for creat-
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ing a favorable security environment not only among the CICA Member States
but also on the entire Asian continent. 

As the current Chairman of the Conference, President Nursultan
Nazarbayev stated (and I quote) “CICA is a young forum, often moving on
unbeaten paths and therefore not possessing ready recipes for all cases and sit-
uations. The optimal solutions are developed through dialogue.” 

With the collective will and understanding of the Member States, it will
be possible to realize the CICA objectives. We are confident that in due course,
CICA will emerge as one of the most important international fora.
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