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BRICS: A Crossroads for an pninstitutionalized Southern Platform?
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ali Oguz DIRIOZ

BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) emerged as a significant platform
with the ambition of becoming the voice of rising powers in the global system, aiming in
particular to highlight the demands of the Global South. However, it is evident that
BRICS is still not a fully institutionalized international organization. It lacks a fixed
headquarters, a permanent secretary-general, a binding founding charter, or clearly
defined decision-making mechanisms. In this sense, BRICS remains a flexible
consultative platform shaped primarily around annual summits and thematic cooperation.

In this context, the BRICS Summit to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in July 2025 may
prove to be a critical turning point. Although it is noteworthy that Tiirkiye will participate
as an invited guest, it is expected that the internal disagreements within BRICS will
become even more visible during this meeting.

While BRICS originally set out with the goal of economic cooperation, in recent years it
has begun to include political issues such as security, counterterrorism, and global
governance on its agenda. However, the divergences in these areas indicate serious
divisions. There are deep differences between India’s position on counterterrorism and
the approaches of Iran or China. Disagreements also arise over other regional issues. For
instance, following the war in Ukraine, Russia’s stance toward the West does not align
with the more cautious positions of Brazil or South Africa.

Brazil, India, and South Africa, which stand out for their democratic structures, share a
common approach that BRICS should not evolve into an anti-Western alliance. For these
countries, BRICS’s primary aim is to promote fairer representation in global governance
and to develop alternative economic frameworks. In contrast, countries like China, Russia,
and Iran exhibit tendencies to transform BRICS into a strategic front against the West,
which creates fissures within the platform’s internal dynamics. Even on the matter of “de-
dollarization”—reducing the U.S. dollar’s role in global trade—there is no consensus
among member states.

Conclusion and Expectations from the July 2025 Summit

The Rio Summit in July 2025 represents an important test for the future of BRICS.
Developments such as Saudi Arabia’s decision to officially refrain from joining and the
potential accession of Indonesia have prompted a reassessment of the platform’s

expansion policy.

The following topics are expected to be prominent at the summit:



e Clarification of new membership criteria

e Reform and effectiveness of the BRICS New Development Bank

o Initiatives for a common digital payment system and currency

o Development challenges in the Global South (food, energy, health, debt crises)
o Limits and divergences in security cooperation

This summit, which Tirkiye will attend as an invited guest, may also create opportunities
for Ankara to pursue new economic openings with the Global South. However, it should
be borne in mind that BRICS is not a formal organization and remains an
uninstitutionalized platform. Therefore, rather than setting excessive political
expectations, efforts should focus on cooperation in thematic and economic fields. In this
regard, enhancing collaboration with the New Development Bank—which is an
institutional structure—is particularly important.
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TURKCE:

BRICS: Kurumsallasmamis Bir Giliney Platformunun Yol Ayrimi mi?
Dog. Dr. Ali Oguz DiRi0Z

BRICS (Brezilya, Rusya, Hindistan, Cin ve Giiney Afrika) kiiresel sistemde ytikselen giiclerin
sesi olma iddiasiyla ortaya ¢ikan ve 6zellikle Kiiresel Giiney’in taleplerine dikkat cekmeyi



amaclayan énemli bir platformdur. Ancak bu yapinin halen tam anlamiyla kurumsal bir
uluslararasi o6rgiit olmadigi agikca goriilmektedir. Zira BRICS'in sabit bir genel merkezi,
daimi bir genel sekreteri, baglayici bir kurucu anlasmasi ya da netlesmis karar alma
mekanizmalar1 bulunmamaktadir. Bu yoniiyle BRICS, daha ¢ok yillik zirveler ve tematik is
birlikleri etrafinda sekillenen esnek bir istisare platformu olma niteligini korumaktadir.

Bu ¢ercevede, Temmuz 2025’te Brezilya'nin Rio de Janeiro kentinde diizenlenecek BRICS
Zirvesi kritik bir doniim noktasi olabilir. Tiirkiye'nin bu zirveye davetli olarak katilacak
olmasi dikkat cekici bir gelisme olsa da, BRICS i¢indeKki fikir ayriliklarinin bu toplantida
daha da goriiniir hale gelmesi beklenmektedir.

Oziinde ekonomik is birligi hedefiyle yola ¢ikan BRICS, 6zellikle son yillarda giindemine
glivenlik, terorle miicadele ve kiiresel yonetisim gibi politik konular1 da almaya baslamistir.
Ancak bu alanlardaki uyumsuzluklar ciddi boliinmelere isaret etmektedir. Terorizmle
miicadelede Hindistan’in pozisyonu ile iran veya Cin’in yaklasimi arasinda derin farklar
mevcuttur. Bagka bolgesel meselelerde de gériis ayriliklar1 goriilmektedi. Ornegin, Ukrayna
savasl sonrasi Bati'yla iliskilerde Rusya’nin durusu ile Brezilya’'nin ya da Gliney Afrika'nin
temkinli ¢izgisi uyusmamaktadir.

Demokratik yapilariyla 6ne cikan Brezilya, Hindistan ve Giiney Afrika’nin ortak yaklasimy,
BRICS’in Bat1 karsiti bir ittifak haline donlismemesi yoniindedir. Bu iilkeler i¢in BRICS'in
oncelikli amaci, kiiresel yonetisimde daha adil bir temsil ve alternatif ekonomik
diizenlemeler gelistirmektir. Buna karsin Cin, Rusya ve iran gibi iilkelerin, BRICS’i Bat'ya
karsi stratejik bir cepheye doniistiirme egilimleri, platformun i¢ dinamiklerinde ¢atlaklar
yaratmaktadir. Ozellikle “de-dolarizasyon” yani dolarin kiiresel ticaretteki roliinii azaltma
konusunda dahi iiye iilkeler arasinda goriis birligi bulunmamaktadir.

Sonug¢ ve Temmuz 2025 Zirvesinden Beklentiler

Temmuz 2025’teki Rio Zirvesi, BRICS’in gelecegi agisindan 6nemli bir test niteligi
tasimaktadir. Suudi Arabistan’in resmi olarak katilim saglamaktan vazge¢mesi ve
Endonezya’nin olasi iiyeligi gibi gelismeler, platformun genisleme politikasinin yeniden
degerlendirilmesini giindeme getirmistir.

Zirvede su bagliklarin 6ne ¢ikmasi beklenmektedir:

- Yeni tyelik kriterlerinin netlestirilmesi

- BRICS Kalkinma Bankasi'nin reformu ve etkinligi

- Ortak dijital 6deme sistemleri ve para birimi girisimleri

- Kiiresel Giiney’in kalkinma sorunlari (gida, enerji, saglik, borg krizi)
- Giivenlik alanindaki is birligi sinirlar1 ve farkliliklari

Tiirkiye'nin de davetli olarak katilacagi bu zirve, ayn1 zamanda Ankara a¢isindan da Kiiresel



Giiney ile yeni ekonomik acilimlar icin firsatlar yaratabilir. Ancak BRICS’in bir 6rgiit degil,
halen kurumsallasmamis bir platform oldugu gercegi géz 6niinde bulundurulmali ve asir1
siyasi beklentiler yerine, tematik ve ekonomik alanlara odakli is birlikleri gelistirilmelidir.
Ozellikle bu isbirlikleri bakimindan da kurumsal bir yap1 olan Yeni Kalkinma Bankas1 (New
Development Bank) ile isbirliklerinin gelismesi 6nemlidir.
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