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Humanity lives on rising or falling land masses (lithosphere) in the middle of the water sphere that 
makes up 72% of the Earth's surface, shaped by various terrestrial dynamics. The land masses forming 
the natural habitat of humanity consCtute only a small part of the Earth's surface. The fundamental 
commonality of all these land masses is that they each have the nature of an "island." The size of 
islands varies. Some islands are conCnental, hosCng mulCple states and naCons. While some islands 
serve as the living space for only one state, others are part of an archipelago where several states 
seHle. Some islands form one of the many port ciCes of a state, while others are small seaside towns 
of a port city consisCng of enCre islands. While some islands have only a few-house fishing villages, 
others are not suitable for human habitaCon due to their morphological features. In addiCon to all 
these islands, there are islets, skerries, rocks, shallows, and reefs that engage in various economic 
acCviCes or cause problems related to internaConal mariCme law. UlCmately, the enCre Earth is 
defined as the Ocean of ConCnental Islands. 
 
Today, approximately 45% of humanity lives within a 150-kilometer belt from the coasts toward the 
inland areas, constantly exposed to marine influences. The majority of states' economic acCviCes also 
take place in this area. As of the beginning of the 21st century, more than 680 million people live at an 
elevaCon (height) of less than 10 meters above sea level. In other words, 680 million people, roughly 
12% of the world's populaCon, reside in geographies that can be considered low. ScienCfic studies 
indicate that this figure will reach about one billion by 2050. This finding suggests that states' 
dependence on the sea will increase in the next 30 years. On the other hand, another phenomenon 
addressed by human geography is trade. In the early 21st century, a minimum of 80% of the world's 
commercial goods are transported by sea, and this raCo increases further in developed countries. Half 
of the populaCon of developed countries uses marine resources for protein needs. AddiConally, 80% 
of global tourism acCviCes are carried out in coastal areas. StaCsCcs emphasizing the importance of 
seas, as menConed above, can be increased significantly. However, fundamentally, the surface of the 
water is a system of routes where socieCes conCnuously transport people, commercial goods, money, 
informaCon, and cultures. Therefore, there is no land mass on Earth that is not in a relaConship or 
interacCon with water geography in terms of security, economic, socio-cultural, legal, and psychosocial 
contexts. This situaCon is also valid for human communiCes whose natural habitat is land masses. Even 
people living in landlocked countries without any borders with oceans or seas interact with water 
geography (hydrosphere) through climate, vegetaCon, and trade. This interacCon has been the 
fundamental moCvaCon pushing civilizaCons towards the seas for centuries. 
 
Türkiye, within the Ocean of ConCnental Islands, has a topographical structure consisCng of two 
peninsulas. Its placement in the geography of the Seven Seas has made Türkiye a coastal or 



 

neighboring neighbor to many narrow seas. Türkiye, which is adjacent to three seas surrounding the 
peninsulas, also has an inland sea. This inland sea is located between the Turkish Straits, which are 
criCcal sea juncCons in global mariCme trade. Türkiye has around 180 ports/faciliCes along its coasts. 
According to the coastal study informaCon from the NavigaCon, Hydrography, and Oceanography 
Department of Türkiye in 2008, Türkiye has 8,483 kilometers of coastline, which consCtutes 3% of the 
world's total coastline. Türkiye's coastlines are approximately 1,719 km on the Black Sea, 1,474 km on 
the Sea of Marmara, 2,025 km on the Mediterranean, and 3,265 km on the Aegean. Among these 
coasts, there are 28 coastal or port ciCes with populaCons mostly exceeding 750,000, and 
approximately 60% of Türkiye's populaCon lives in these ciCes. 
 
AddiConally, the majority of the workforce in Türkiye, surrounded by seas on six sides with its two 
peninsulas, is located in coastal ciCes. About 60% of Türkiye's Gross DomesCc Product is formed 
through exchange relaCons in coastal ciCes. Furthermore, approximately 95% of industrial producCon, 
raw and processed material exports and imports in Türkiye are carried out via seas through coastal 
ciCes. Most of the arable land in Türkiye is located in regions with access to the sea, either on the coast 
or in areas close to the coast. It is also noteworthy that the infrastructure faciliCes of tourism, referred 
to as the Smokeless Industry and having a high share in Türkiye's Gross DomesCc Product, are mostly 
located in coastal areas and regions close to the sea. All this informaCon indicates that Türkiye should 
not turn its back on the seas, as it lives in harmony with the sea. Its dependence on the sea is not only 
in poliCcal, military, and economic acCviCes but also in natural disasters and humanitarian aid 
acCviCes. 
 
In terms of its geopoliCcal posiCon, Türkiye, which has sea communicaCon lines (SLOCs) and criCcal 
sea juncCons playing important roles in sustaining global mariCme trade, faces fundamental issues of 
mariCme geopoliCcs in its current foreign policy problems. If we add to this the fact that Türkiye's 
mariCme economy potenCal is significantly insufficient according to its uClizaCon, it becomes apparent 
that Türkiye has a long way to go in its mariCme awakening and needs a determined and steady 
progress. 
 
In the long journey of mariCme development for Türkiye, academic acCviCes such as this one, aimed 
at increasing mariCme spaCal awareness in a way that benefits the public, will contribute to 
rehabilitaCng the mariCme blindness experienced in the internaConal relaCons literature. All areas 
covering Modern MariCme Studies directed toward this goal consCtute the main theme of the 
MariCme and MariCme Security Forum; navies, mariCme trade fleets, mariCme trading companies, 
ports and port management, shipyards (including all engineering branches applicable to shipbuilding 
and ships), fishing acCviCes, seabed mining (including metallurgy, geology, oceanography, 
hydrography, and seismology), mariCme tourism, marinas and marina management, naConal and 
internaConal mariCme law, mariCme educaCon and training insCtuCons and acCviCes, mariCme 
environmentalism, supporCng sectors (search and rescue, agency services, pilotage services, 
navigaCon-communicaCon facilitaCon, ship traffic services, mariCme meteorology, etc.), mariCme 
history, mariCme literature, cultural and sports-themed acCviCes (water sports, museums, etc.). 
CollaboraCve approaches and a broad historical vision will be considered in partnership with 
naConal/internaConal, military/civil mariCme organizaCons. ElevaCng academic awareness of 



 

"mariCme and mariCme geopoliCcs," fulfilling the requirements of this awareness, idenCfying goals, 
supplying needs, and building mariCme power capabiliCes at a level that will convert the exisCng 
potenCal into economic prosperity are considered essenCal to Türkiye's naConal interests. 
 
The 21st century has gained strong momentum in becoming the Century of Seas and Oceans. Most of 
the internaConal crises, compeCCons, wars, alliances, and collaboraCons focus on the Narrow Seas, 
Inland Seas, and Marginal Seas around the Eurasian ConCnental Island. Türkiye's access to Blue 
CivilizaCon seems possible for it to achieve a presCgious, effecCve, and strong posiCon internaConally 
in the 21st century. The 6th Marine and MariCme Security Forum, which TASAM NaConal Defense and 
Security InsCtute will organize this year, includes a strong moCvaCon point in responding to all the 
needs menConed above. 
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