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Turkey distinguishes itself with a 80-million inhabitants, growing economy and geo-strategic status in the 

center of Afro-Eurasia main land. Depending on its historical and cultural ties between Europe, Black Sea, 

Caucasus, Asia, Middle East and Africa, and rising activities in international organizational areas 

particularly in the United Nations, and leading membership of the international organizations such as 

NATO, AGIT, and CICA, and recent efficiently developed foreign policy, Turkey has become an actor, 

which has been gaining importance in global scene.  
 

Iran is a country taking attention to the worlds with; has its state tradition with the world’s deep rooted 

history, cultural accumulation, whose population is over 75 million people, Gross National Product more 

than 400 billion dolar, with its 1.648.000 km2  square measure, initially petrol and natural gas energy 

resources, technological progress, with its strategical location in Indian Ocean, South Asia, Gulf, Central 

Asia, Caucasus, neighborship with Western Asia and especially membership to UN, CICA, D-8, ECO and 

lots of organizations. 

 

Relationship between Turkey and Iran goes back to centuries. In 1835 modern diplomatical relations 

started with Esad Efendi’s nomination as an Ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary. After a long 

and troubled past despite its problems, after Turkish Republic founded between two countries relations 

getting better. Because of the Cold War’s fluctuation at bilateral relations, in general terms relations 

continued with positive developments. Within the framework of regional organizations such as CENTO 

and RCD, the areas such as security, politics, trade, transportation and communication which is being 

developed cooperation of the two countries has revealed the inevitability of their need for each other. 

 

Turkey-Iran political relations has followed a steady upward line since 1979. Shared history and cultural 

denominators of the two countries, common interests and neighborly good relations have played a role 

in this issue. 

 

Turkey and Iran in bilateral relations, especially in recent years is observed that there is a progress in 

positive direction. Bilateral political, economic, trade and cultural relations as well as regional and 

international issues of bilateral relations and discussed issues that are constantly on the agenda. 

 

Recently there has been a considerable increase in commercial and trade relations between Turkey and 

Iran. The trade volume between two countries was 1.2 billion dollars in 2001. This had risen to 16 billion 

dollars in 2011.  Authorities of the two countries declared intention to increase the trade volume to 30 



 

billion dolars in 2015. The majority of the products that Turkey is exporting from Iran are constitute of 

petrol, natural gas and byproducts. The main export products of industrial machinery and equipment are 

textile fibre, iron - steel and its products and motor vehicles and furniture. 

 

In 2011, according to the nationality of foreigners visiting Turkey from Iran (about 1.9 million tourists) is 

in the 4th rank after Germany, Russia and England. Iran's current economic condition in 2012, this has 

dropped to 1.1 million. The number of outbound tourists from Turkey to Iran has remained at low levels. 

 

That is also rapidly developing cultural relations between the two countries. In this context, such as 

"Cultural Weeks", "Film Weeks", mutual activities carried out with the two nations people convergences 

are intended, universities, museums, libraries, and non-governmental organizations developed between 

the relationships in between the two communities more solid foundation to create the effort is shown. 

Regionalization of activities are concentrated in the globalized world today, Iran and Turkey have 

become more needy in their respective regions to each other. Neither Turkey nor Iran can not have the 

chance to reach success on regional or global policies with ruling out the other.  

 

Turkey and Iran, are two who have sharing common interests in Central Asia, South Asia, The Middle 

East, The Caucasus basins such as interests, common history and shared values  whose are two regional 

power candidates. Is defined as the strategic partnership between the two countries. Regional and global 

issues of the two countries to cooperate in finding a solution is being felt deeply the need to work in. 

 

After the Cold War, the basic trend coming with increasing globalization, countries are not developing  

alone,  they should  develop with specific regional and trans-regional cooperation through the 

development of partnerships. 

 

Countries no longer economic, political, cultural dialogue and cooperation based on respect and is 

directed towards an open structure, is experiencing severe instability who can not adapt. 
 

The point where the two countries come is defined as "strategic cooperation". Also it is being deeply felt 

that there is an urgent necessity for collaborative works of the two countries so that the solutions for the 

regional issues can be found.  Now it is required that the two countries head towards a future structure, 

in order to uplift the Turkey - Iran relations an ideal point within a world power schema which takes its 

form in a multi-dimensional way, by creating a mutual deepening not only in political and strategic basis 

but also in its each parameters. History offers both the two countries opportunities for deepening their 

interdependency. In this regard, the Turkey - Iran Strategic Dialogue Program, which will bring together 

the representatives of the related sectors in a comprehensive way that includes the strategic dimension 

of the relations, will play a significant role.   

 
 

 



 

Main Theme  
Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening 

 

Sub Themes  
Economic Relations: Opportunities and Challenges 

Energy Politics: Jeopolitic and Security Results 

Iran - P5+1 Nuclear Aggrement and Multi - Dimensional Perspectives 

Technology Sharing, Academic and Cultural Cooperation 

Social, Economical and Political Developments 

Mediterranean, Middle East (Syria, Iraq) Africa, Middle Asian Countries and Turkey - Iran 

SCO, CICA, D8, EU and Relations with New Partners and Regional Strategies 

Rising Powers in Multi-Polar World and Adaptation to Global Governing Structure 

 

Primary Sectors 
Public Diplomacy, Education and Language 

Culture and Tourism 

Construction, Construction Business and Infrastructure 

Health and Health Tourism 

Energy, Petro-chemistry and Investments 

Logistics, Transportation and Communication 

Banking and Finance (Strategic Investment Fund)  

Economy and Trade 

Media and Communication  

Science and Technology 

Brand Cities and Environment 

Defence and Space Industry 

 

Program Partners 
Turkey : TASAM (Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) 

Iran : …..  

 

Program Performance Area 
Turkey and Iran  

 



 

EVENTS / WORKING PLAN (DRAFT) 

 

Method 

Induction, Participation and Economic Deepening 

 

Press Conferences 

 

Turkey - Iran Wise Persons Board Meetings / Studies 

In the Program process, to create a “Turkey - Iran Wise Persons Board” included mainly senior 

economists composed of regional and local representatives of each country; and at least one 

bilateral meeting to be done; and to be locally offered interactions and suggestions for the relations 

of the two countries/regions based on the cProgram studies, by this board. 

 

Round Table Meetings / Workshops 

 

Multilateral Workshop / Studies 

 

Congress(es) 

 

Sector Workshops / Events 

 

Practical Interactive Trainings 

 

Strategic Reports 

Publishing strategic reports of sectoral works for both two countries’ decision makers, private 

sectors, media and public opinion. Providing feedback to ensure the related literature and public’s 

memory.  

 

Briefing Meetings to Decision Makers 

 

Preparation of Research Projects and Reports 

 

TV Programs 

 

Media Conferences 

 

Other Academic Studies 

Academic Studies as Strategic Reports, Books, Articles, thesis and so on.  

 


