
 

 

PROGRAM  
 

7TH INTERNATIONAL BALKAN FORUM  
“Health Diplomacy and Tourism” 

 

( 6-7 November 2014, Margi Hotel Edirne ) 
  
 

  5 November 2014, Wednesday  
 

                            Participants’ Arrival at Edirne 
  

19.00 - 21.00 Forum’s Opening Reception 

 
 

6 November 2014, Thursday | 1st Day              
 

09.00 - 09.30 Registration 

 

09.30 - 10.45 Opening Speeches 

Süleyman ŞENSOY, Chairman of TASAM 

Prof. Dr. Yener YÖRÜK, Rector of Trakya University  

Dursun Ali ŞAHİN, Governor of Edirne 

İvan VİERU, Minister of Health, Gagauzia, Moldova  

Dr. Abdurrahman ARICI, Deputy Minister of Culture and Tourism, Republic of Turkey  

Kadir HÜSEYİN, Deputy Minister of Health, Republic of Kosovo  

Dr. Mehmet MÜEZZİNOĞLU, Minister of Health, Republic of Turkey 

   

10.45 - 11.00 Coffee Break  
 

11.00 - 13.00 First Session 
“International Health Perspective” ( Moral and Ethical Values | Health Law ) 
  
Chairperson 
Prof. Dr. Ayşegül Yıldırım KAPTANOĞLU, Trakya University, Faculty of Health Sciences 

 
Speakers 
Prof. Dr. Nurullah ZENGİN, Chairman of SAYED and Directory of Ankara Numune Education and Research Hospital  

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ayfer ÇAVUŞOĞLU, Koç University 
Dr. Senad HASANAGIC, University of Sarajevo Medical Center, Bosnia Herzegovina 

Marius ANDRA, Personal Advisor of Ministry SMEs, Business Environment and Tourism- Romania 



 

 

Ali BİLİR, Secretary of Health Tourism Committee of TÜRSAB 
 

Discussants 
Lawyer Özcan PEHLİVANOĞLU, Rumeli Balkan Center for Strategic Studies 

 

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00 - 15.30 Second Session 
 “Major Factors of Health Diplomacy” 
 ( International State Investments | Private Sector | Red Crescent and Red Cross | NGOs )    

  
Chairperson 
Fikrim DAMKA, Member of Parliament, Ex Member of Health Commission, Kosovo  

 
Speakers 
Rajko LAZIC, President of Red Cross, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Lea KUJUNDZİC, Head of International Affairs Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Bura MILJENKO, Assistent Minister Ministry of Health, Croatia  
Rıfat SAIT, Member of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 

Mirjana DJURANOVIC, Senior Advisor for International Cooperation, Ministry of Health, Montenegro  

Prof. Dr. Lemis Azize ATAR, Istanbul Bilim University, 

Dr. Seyit KARACA, President of Health Institutions Assembly, the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey 

 
Discussants 
Dr. Yahyahan GÜNEY, Secretary General of Doctors Worldwide  
Dr. Bülent KAMİLOĞLU, General Hospital of Komotini, Greece 

İlke ÇOLAKOĞLU, General Manager of AG Medical Travel  
 

15.30 - 15.45   Coffee Break 
 

15.45 - 17.15 Third Session 
 “Successes in Health Sector and Health Tourism - 1” 
 ( Accepted Treatment Centers | Alternative Treatment Centers ) 

  
Chairperson 
Prof. Dr. Mustafa PAÇ, Manager of “Türkiye Yüksek İhtisas” Hospital 
 
Speakers 
Vasili IVANCUIS, Gagauzia Minister of Culture and Tourism, Moldova   

Prof. Dr. H. Nezih DAĞDEVİREN, Trakya University, Dean of Faculty of Health Sciences 
Prof. Dr. M. Zeki KARAGÜLLE, President of Turkey Spa Thalasso and Health Centers Association  
Hayati ŞABAN, Internat.Patient Service Officer, Acıbadem Healthcare Group Representative in Macedonia 

Cengiz YILMAZ, President of Antalya Medical Tourism Association 

Constantinos CONSTANTINIDIS, General Manager of Healthcare Cybernetics, Greece 

http://tureng.com/search/health%20sciences


 

 

Dr. Memet EMİNOGLUO, Member of the Board of Komotini Medical Chamber, Greece  

Seyit YALÇIN, Expert of Health and Social Security Department, Ministry of Development, Turkey 

 
Discussants 
Op. Dr. Ismail SERT, Sahipkıran (SASAM) Health Desk Coordinator 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mine KARAGÜLLE, Istanbul University, Faculty of Medicine  
Assist. Prof. Dr. Emre ATILGAN, Trakya University, M.S F. Health Management  

 
 

 7 November 2014, Friday | 2nd Day            
 

09.30 - 13.00 Balkan Communication Network 8th Annual Meeting | ( Parallel Hall ) 

 
Chairperson  
Ambassador (R) Murat BİLHAN, Vice Chairman of TASAM| BCN Coordinator                

 

09.30 - 11.00 Fourth Session 
 “Successes in Health Sector and Health Tourism - 2” 

 ( Health Education | New Inventions ) 
 
Keynote Speech 
Dr. Mehmet MÜEZZİNOĞLU, Minister of Health, Republic of Turkey  
================================================= 
 
Chairperson 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Hacı Omer TONTUŞ, General Director of Health Promotion Administration, Ministry of Health, Turkey 

Dr. Metin AHMET, Advisor of Minister of Health Turkey   

 
Speakers 
Dr. Hüsem HATİPOĞLU, Ministry of Health, Director of General of Health for Border and Coastal Areas 

Dr. Güven BEKTEMÜR, Secretary General of Beyoglu Association of Public Hospitals 
Marina DELIĆ, General Manager of Institute "Dr Simo Milošević", Montenegro 
Dr. Constantin MUNTEANU, President of the Balneology Association, Romania 

Emin ÇAKMAK, President of Turkish Healthcare Travel Council  
Dr. Ahmet CÖMERT, Private Çağ Hospital 

Op. Dr. A. Ibrahim ULUSOY, Ist. Süleymaniye Maternity and Children's Diseases Training and Research Hospital 
 

Discussants 
Prof. Dr. Konstantinos NALMPANTIS, General Hospital of Komotini, Greece 

Prof. Dr. Konstantinos SIMOPULOS, Dimokritos University, Greece 

Dr. Nevzeta PEPIC, Chief of Laboratory, Rozaje State Hospital, Montenegro 
Exp. Dr. Akasja SAİPİ, Dünya Göz Hospital, Kosovo 

Dr. Behlül UNVER, Manager of Marmara University Faculty of Medicine Foundation 

Assist. Prof. Dr.  Emine YILMAZ, Istanbul Medeniyet University 

 



 

 

11.00 - 11.15 Coffee Break 

 

11.15 - 13.00 Fifth Session 
 “Multilateral and Bilateral Cooperations in Health Tourism ” 
 ( State Aid and Actions | Mutual Agreements | Common Activity Field in International Organizations ) 

  
Chairperson 
Ambassador (R) Ömür ORHUN, Chairperson of the Panel of the Adjudicators of OSCE/OIC Advisor 
 
Speakers 
Silviu Mihai ZELENIUC, Counselor - Directorate for Tourism, Ministry SMEs, Business Environment and Tourism- Romania 

Dr. F. Gülay ASLAN, Coordinator of General Directorate of Promotion Branch, Culture and Tourism Ministry 
Biljana MARČETA, CEO, Board Member of YUTA, Secretary of Danube Tourism Cluster, Serbia 
Prof. Dr. Füsun F. İSTANBULLU DINÇER, Istanbul University, Department of Tourism 
Alexandru CONSTANTİN, President of Medical Tourism Association, Romania 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Mehmethan ERGÜVEN, Kırklareli University 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Onur GÜLBAHAR, Okan University, Head of Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management 

 
Discussants 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. İrfan PERENTE, Ophthalmologist, ROP Coordination  
Assist. Prof. Dr. Şeref TÜR, Marmara University, Head of Department of Vocational School of Social Sciences  

Dr. Akif Ali ŞABAN, "N.I. Pirogov" National Emergency Medical University Hospital, Bulgaria 

Dr. Sabina MARKİSİC, “Plav” State Hospital, Montenegro 
 

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00 - 16.00 Sixth Session 
 “Non-state Actors in Tourism: Proactive Suggestions” 

 ( Local Authorities  | Civil Society | Private Sector | Media ) 
  
Chairperson 
Enginer BİRDAL, Chairman of the Board of Turkey Medical Tourism Association  
 
Speakers 
Dr. Radmila STANİSİC, Medical Spa Association, Montenegro 
Tümay MERCAN, President of Kocaeli Medical Tourism Association 

Vladan VEŠKOVİĆ, Secretary General of Spas Association, Serbia  
Mete AYDEMIR, International Marketing Manager of Adam and Eve Health Consulting Ltd. 

Dr. Hakan TAŞLI, CEO of TEKDEN Hospital Group 

İlknur ÇEVİK, AG MEDICAL TRAVEL General Manager, Vice Chairman of the Board 

 

Discussants 
Dr. Erhan HATİPOĞLU, Ministry of Health, Field Coordinator of Thrace Regional  

Günay HALAÇ, Advisor of Health Minister, Kosovo  



 

 

 

16.00 - 16.15 Coffee Break 

 

16.15 - 17.00 Closing Session 

  
Chairperson 
Ambassador (R) Prof. Dr. Ali Engin OBA, Advisor to the President TASAM/ Çağ University 

 
Questions - Answers    

   
General Negotiators 

Ambassador Drazen HRASTIC, Embassy of Croatia in Ankara 

Ambassador Murat Ahmet YÖRÜK, Representative of Representation Office of the Foreign Ministry of Turkey in Edirne 

Ahmet HACIOSMAN, Parliamentarian, Greece  
Prof. Dr. Yüksel ÖZDEN, Member of Grand National Assembly of Turkey 

Gülay DALYAN, Istanbul Deputy of Grand National Assembly of Turkey and Chairman of Romania-Turkey Friendship Group 

Jovana KRIVOKAPIC, Embassy of Montenegro in the Republic of Turkey, Deputy Head of Mission 

Evren PUSHA, Consulate General of Kosovo, Consul 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nebojsa RACKOVIC, Ministry of Sustainable development and tourism, Montenegro  

Öner GÜNER, General Director of Foreign Relations and EU, Minister of Health, Turkey 

Müslüm YALÇIN, Thrace Regional Director of Customs and Trade 

Farid DAMİRLİ, Turkic Council Project Director 

Zeynep OZKAYNAK BAYRAK, Secretariat-General of the National Security Council, Expert of Balkan Countries 

Nevila POPA, Gen.Direc. of Tourism Development  Directorate, Ministry of Urban development and  Tourism, Albania  

 Shpresa SULO, Head of Internat. Relat. and Foreign Funds Unit, Ministry of Urban development and  Tourism, Albania 

Fatih OT, Prime Ministry of Turkey, Turks Abroad and Related Communities Thrace Regional Coordination Office 

Fulya ÇANGA, Representation Office of the Foreign Ministry of Turkey in Edirne 

Berrak Bilgen BEŞERGİL, Ministry of Economy Foreign Trade Expert  

Mustafa TÜRKASLAN, Trakya Development Agency 

Işık OCAKLI, Trakya Development Agency 

Dr. Nurettin ALPARSLAN, Manager of Keşan State Hospital   

Ahmet HACIOĞLU, Edirne Provincial Culture and Tourism Director 

Recep ZIPKINKURT, Chairman of the Board, Edirne Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Mustafa ÖZDEMİR, Surgeon General, Edirne State Hospital 

Mehmet EREN, President of the Assembly of Edirne Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Turgut ÇALIŞKAN, Diretor of Public Health Directorate of Edirne 

Muhsin KİŞİOĞLU, Edirne Provincial Directorate of Health, Acting Director 

Bekir ŞAHİN, Acting Director, Provincial Directorate of Health, Edirne 

Kamil Sani ÖNGÖREN, Edirne Provincial Directorate of Health, Deputy Director  

Dr. Mustafa DÖNMEZ, General Secretary of Tekirdağ Association of Public Hospitals  

Dr. Selma HEVES, Edirne Association of Public Hospitals, Head of Medical Services 

Kenan ÇELEBİ, Edirne Regional Director of Statistical Institute of Turkey 

Gürhan ÇELİK, Administrator of Edirne State Hospital  

Dr. Çetin KİREZLİ, Administrator of Şarköy State Hospital  

http://tureng.com/search/emergency%20medical%20services


 

 

Dr. Murat ŞAHİN, Vice-Chancellor, Edirne State Hospital 

Dr. Ergün KARAHALLI, Field Coordinator of Thrace Regional, Ministry of Health  

Bedri DÖNGEL, SMEs Development Organization (KOSGEB), Edirne  

Dr. Ahmet ÜMİT, Tekirdağ Association of Public Hospitals  

Hüseyin ŞANLI, Bayrampasa Municipality Foreign Relation Department 

Emrullah ÜZÜM, Mufti, Edirne  
Mustafa BEREKETLİ, Advisor of Mayor, Municipality of Islands in Istanbul 

Hakan ÇALIŞKAN, Turkey Prime Ministry, Turks Abroad and Related Communities Thrace Regional Coordination Office  

Metin AKDURAK, Honorary Consul of Serbia  

İzzet PATAN, Treasurer of Edirne 

Mübin KILIÇ, Medical Director of Health Hospitality and Patient Services, Edirne State Hospital 

Bahtışen MUTLU, Edirne Association of Public Hospitals General Secretariat 

Fatime AKIN, Edirne State Hospital, International Nurse Unit Manager  
Prof. Dr. Mustafa TÜRKEŞ, METU 

Assoc. Prof.  Dr. İlhan TOKSÖZ, Trakya University  

Assist. Prof Dr. Recep YURT, Giresun University  

Assist. Prof. Dr. Tuğba CÖMERT 
Dr. Yelda BEKTAŞ, Namık Kemal University 

Dr. Deniz Ece DALGIÇ, Namık Kemal University  

Serdar YILMAZ, İstanbul Arel University  

Esra BOZKANAT, Kırklareli University  

Alparslan ERDOĞAN, İstanbul Sabahattin Zaim University   

Ahmet ALTAY, Director of Kırklareli University Balkans Research Center 
Dr. Ana Maria BOROMİSA, Institute for Development and International Relations, Croatia 

Dr. Ilir GEDESHİ, Director of Center for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), Albania 

Borislav MAVROV, Program Director, European Institute, Bulgaria 

Apostol APOSTOLOV, Communications Specialist, European Institute, Bulgaria 

Vladan SİMONOVİC, President of the Steering Committee, Centre for Democracy and Human Rights, Montenegro 

Dritan SULCEBE, Researcher of Albanian Institute for International Studies, AIIS 
Angel ARNAUDOV, Researcher of Center for Research and Policy Making, Macedonia 

Dr. Akkan SUVER, President of the Marmara Group Foundation  

Dr. Gürkan AVCI, Chairman of DESAM 

Gözde KILIÇ YASİN, “21. Yüzyıl Türkiye” Institute  

Assist. Prof. Dr. Nermin ORUC, President of Centre for Economic Development and Research, Bosnia Herzegovina 
Dr. Gauhar RAHİMZHAN, Bezmi Alem Hospital - Kazakhstan 

Dr. Fikret GÖKPINAR, Radiolog   

Emel MEJZINI, International Marketing, Memorial Healthcare Group, Turkey  

Dr. Bilgin SAİT, Memorial Healthcare Group, Kosovo   
Assist. Prof. Dr. Bülent AKYAY, Trakya University, Deputy Director of Institute for Balkan Studies 

Djuneis NURESKİ, Trakya University Institute for Balkan Studies 
Kurt EBİK, General Manager of ORİENT Insurance 

Mustafa ÖZYURT, TECO Medical Tourism and Consulting Company, Managing Partner 

Murat KOÇAK, Director of Murat Construction Company 

İrfan Alper ÇAKICI Çakıcı Anadolu Holding Board Chairman 

Batıkan GÜVEN, International Patient Services Department Acıbadem Healthcare Group 

Emre ÖKSÜZ, Hospident Business Development and Project Manager 



 

 

Ali CANLISOY, Advisor of President of BİGMEV Foundation  

Samir VİLDİC, BİGMEV Foundation, Member of Board of Trustee, Project Manager  

Dr. Osman İSMAİL, Dimokritios University, Greece  

Dr. Hristakidou PARASKEVİ, Dimokritios University, Greece 

Dr. Despina GRİGORİAODU, Dimokritios University, Greece 

Dr. Stefanos HACİDİS, Dimokritios University, Greece 

Dr. Mübeccel EMİN, Hospital of Komotini, Greece 

Op. Dr. Nikolaus RAPTOPULOS, Former Manager of Dimokritios University 
Ceyhun ÜNLÜ, President of Youth and Culture Group in Edirne  

Nazan DERE, Hospital Park Darıca, Corporate Affairs Director  

Op. Dr. İlhan AÇIKGÖZ, General Secretariat of Edirne Public Hospitals Association 

Dr. Nebiye YAŞAR, Project Consultant and Coordinator of Young Brain Academy, University of Usküdar 

Melike TATLI, PhD Student of Trakya University 

Perihan ÖZKAŞ AÇIKGÖZ, Graduate Student 

Hüseyin ALTINALAN, Anatolia Agency, News Director 

Nahide DENİZ, Bulgarian News Agency, Bulgarian National Radio and Tv7, Representative of Turkey  

Ahmet KAPLAN, “Turkey” News Agency  

Dr. Kemal AYDIN, Press Coordinator of European Health Journal 

Atalay ÖCAL  

 

AGENDA  
 

8TH BALKAN (THINK TANK) COMMUNICATION 

NETWORK CONFERENCE 
  

“Economic and Security Integration in Balkans: 

Opportunities and Challenges" 
( 7 November 2014 | Time: 09.30 - 13.00 | Edirne ) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Opening Speeches 
 

Ambassador (R) Murat BİLHAN, Coordinator of BİA | Vice President of TASAM 

Süleyman ŞENSOY, Chairman of TASAM  

 



 

 

Keynote Speeches 
 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa TÜRKEŞ, METU 

Dr. Ana Maria BOROMİSA, International Relations, Development and President of the Institute, Croatia 

Ambassador (R) Süha UMAR, Vice Chairman of TASAM 

 

2. SUB THEMES 
 

- Evaluating New Developments in terms of Historical and Strategic Background 

- New Aspects and Changing Content of Security Concept 

- Importance of Economic and Cultural Activities in terms of Security 

- Process of European Union and Future of Balkans  

- Importance of NATO with regard to Balkans  

- Importance of Transatlantic and Transpacific Economic Cooperation and Investment Partnership  

- Technology Sharing, Academic and Cultural Cooperation 

- Sectoral, Financial and Strategic Deepening 

- Cooperation in Diplomacy, Cultural, Tourism, Industry, Energy, Defense and Security, Banking 

- Social, Economic and Political Developments 

 

3. TOPICS ABOUT BCN REORGANIZATION  

 

Participants 
 

Ambassador Drazen HRASTIC, Croatia Embassy 
Ambassador Murat Ahmet YÖRÜK, Edirne Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Turkish Republic  

Gülay DALYAN, Deputy of İstanbul, Turkish Parliament | Romania - Turkey Friendship Group Chairman 
Rıfat SAİT, Deputy of İzmir, Turkish Parliament | Albania - Turkey Friendship Group Chairman 

Jovana KRIVOKAPIC, Embassy of Montenegro in the Republic of Turkey, Diplomat  
Fulya ÇANGA, 2nd Clerk, Edirne Representation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Turkish Republic  

Ambassador (R) Prof. Dr. Ali Engin OBA, Advisor to the President TASAM|Çağ University 

Dr. Ilir GEDESHİ, Director of the Center for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), Albania 

Dr. Borislav MAVROV, Program Director, European Institute, Bulgaria 

Apostol APOSTOLOV, Communications Specialist, European Institute, Bulgaria 
Vladan SİMONOVİC, Center for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM), Montenegro 



 

 

Dritan SULCEBE, Institute of International Studies (AIIS), Albania 

Angel ARNAUDOV, Research and Policy Center, Macedonia 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Nermin ORUC, Head, Economic Development and Research Center, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Zeynep OZKAYNAK BAYRAK, Secretariat –General of the National Security Council, Expert of Balkan   Countries 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Barış ÖZDAL, Uludağ University 

Dr. Akkan SUVER, Chairman, Marmara Group Foundation 

Assist. Prof. Dr. İbrahim Alper ARISOY, Dokuz Eylük University  
Dr. Yelda BEKTAŞ, Namık Kemal University 
Dr. Deniz Ece DALGIÇ, Namık Kemal University 
Dr. Gürkan AVCI, Chairman of DESAM 
Dr. Mehmet Uğur EKİNCİ, SETA  
Gözde KILIÇ YASİN, Balkan Expert, 21st Century Turkey Institute 

 


