
 



 

VISION DOCUMENT (DRAFT) 

TURKEY - MALAYSIA STRATEGIC DIALOGUE PROGRAM 
“Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening” 

( Turkey - Malaysia ) 
 

 

Turkey distinguishes itself with a 80-million inhabitants, growing economy and geo-strategic status in the 

center of Afro-Eurasia main land. Depending on its historical and cultural ties between Europe, Black Sea, 

Caucasus, Asia, Middle East and Africa, and rising activities in international organizational areas 

particularly in the United Nations, and leading membership of the international organizations such as 

NATO, AGIT, and CICA, and recent efficiently developed foreign policy, Turkey has become an actor, 

which has been gaining importance in global scene.  
 

On the other hand Malaysia, with its strategic position in South Asia, dynamic and educated young 

population, progress in technology and industry, growing economy and respected position in 

international organizations like UN, OIC, ASEAN, Non- Align Movement,    Commonwealth of 

Independent States, APEC and D8, is a prominent country in the global arena.  

 

The first diplomatic contact between Turkey and Malaysia was established about 50 years ago. Political 

relations between Malaysia and Turkey in dual and multilateral platforms have been going well.  There is 

an increase in official visits between two countries. Malaysia is the third biggest trade partner for Turkey 

in South Asia. Turkey’s export to Malaysia in 2010 is 225 million dollars; its import is 1.124 million dollars. 

Main export products of Turkey to Malaysia are defense industry products, carpets and floor coverings, 

transportation vehicles, tobacco and food products. Main import products of Turkey from Malaysia are 

vegetable and animal oil, electronics, machinery and textile products.  

 

Despite the good political relations between two states and the sympathy between peoples of two 

countries towards each other, the economic relation between Turkey and Malaysia have not reached its 

potential. Malaysia’s share in Turkey’s export products is 0, 19% and import products 0, 60%. Besides 

there is no significant Turkish investment in Malaysia and Malaysian investment in Turkey is very limited. 

The reason behind the limited economical relations is lack of communication. Share of technology, halal 

food, Islamic banking, tourism, health, textile, co-investment in third country are the fields of 

cooperation between two countries where there is huge potential.  

 

Economic growth of both Turkey and Malaysia force these countries to take each other into account. For 

Malaysia, Turkey is a good economic partner in Balkans, Middle East and Central Asia. Turkey sees 

Malaysia as an essential partner in the fields of politics, economy and security. Turkey attaches 

importance to its cooperation with Malaysia in order to improve its relations with other Asian countries. 



 

In this regards, Turkey gives great importance to its cooperation with Malaysia within the scope of OIC, 

ASEAN, Non-Align Movement, APEC, Commonwealth of Independent States and D8.   

 

Both countries can develop strategic cooperation with regards to sustaining long term interests. At this 

point, a wider point of view is needed to look at the events.  

 

In the power systematic of today’s multi-dimensional world order which makes the multidimensional 

relations among the countries necessary, in order for Turkey-Malaysia relations to be carried to an ideal 

point; the focus must be on a structure that can create mutual depth not only on the political and 

strategic basis but also in all the parameters. 
 

The point where the two countries come is defined as "strategic cooperation". Also it is being deeply felt 

that there is an urgent necessity for collaborative works of the two countries so that the solutions for the 

regional issues can be found.  Now it is required that the two countries head towards a future structure, 

in order to uplift the Turkey - Malaysia relations an ideal point within a world power schema which takes 

its form in a multi-dimensional way, by creating a mutual deepening not only in political and strategic 

basis but also in its each parameters. History offers both the two countries opportunities for deepening 

their interdependency. In this regard, the Turkey - Malaysia Strategic Dialogue Program, which will bring 

together the representatives of the related sectors in a comprehensive way that includes the strategic 

dimension of the relations, will play a significant role.   

 
 

Main Theme  
Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening 

 

Sub Themes  
Global challenges, Multi-polar New World and Foreign Policy Perspectives  

Economic Relations: Opportunities and Obstacles 

The System of Resources: Mutual Supplementary Opportunities  

Multidimensional Security Cooperation  

Multilateral Cooperation Perspectives 

Civil Society, Academic and Cultural Cooperation        

 

 

 



 

 

Primary Sectors 
Public Diplomacy, Education and Language 

Culture and Tourism 

Construction, Construction Business and Infrastructure 

Health and Health Tourism 

Energy, Petro-chemistry and Investments 

Logistics, Transportation and Communication 

Banking and Finance (Strategic Investment Fund)  

Economy and Trade 

Media and Communication  

Science and Technology 

Brand Cities and Environment 

Defence and Space Industry 

 

Program Partners 
Turkey : TASAM (Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) 

Malaysia : …..  

 

Program Performance Area 
Turkey and Malaysia  

 



 

EVENTS / WORKING PLAN (DRAFT) 

 

Method 

Induction, Participation and Economic Deepening 

 

Press Conferences 

 

Turkey - Malaysia Wise Persons Board Meetings / Studies 

In the Program process, to create a “Turkey - Malaysia Wise Persons Board” included mainly senior 

economists composed of regional and local representatives of each country; and at least one 

bilateral meeting to be done; and to be locally offered interactions and suggestions for the relations 

of the two countries/regions based on the cProgram studies, by this board. 

 

Round Table Meetings / Workshops 

 

Multilateral Workshop / Studies 

 

Congress(es) 

 

Sector Workshops / Events 

 

Practical Interactive Trainings 

 

Strategic Reports 

Publishing strategic reports of sectoral works for both two countries’ decision makers, private 

sectors, media and public opinion. Providing feedback to ensure the related literature and public’s 

memory.  

 

Briefing Meetings to Decision Makers 

 

Preparation of Research Projects and Reports 

 

TV Programs 

 

Media Conferences 

 

Other Academic Studies 

Academic Studies as Strategic Reports, Books, Articles, thesis and so on.  

 


